"...canyon walls and mountain peaks
loomed majestically through the
domed-glass windows."
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by Mattie John Bamman

Train travel is famously relaxing and romantic,
but in the Northwest it is also an adventure.
Just try to spot a grizzly bear from your seat
on your next flight. Or on your next road trip,
try to navigate the jagged cliffs of Hurricane
Gulch. With train travel, the journeys are as fun
as the destinations. You can sit back, order a
drink and watch the glaciers, big-horned sheep
and isolated coastline pass by.
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AMTRAK'S EMPIRE BUILDER

Departing from both Portland and Seattle, Empire
Builder covers some of the most scenic track in the nation,
Glacier National Park in Western Montana. With a variety
of tour packages, including a la cart activity and hotel
options, Empire Builder can drop you off right on the
doorstep of some of Montana's most famous lodges.

I boarded in Portland, and while the sun set I soaked in
views of the Columbia River Gorge replete with a double-
rainbow. Sleeping on board, I arrived in Whitefish, the first
Montana stop, at 7:30 a.m.

The entire history of Glacier National Park
corresponds with the railroad. The 161-room Glacier
Park Lodge was built in 1913, and with WWI, America's
wealthy stopped traveling
to Europe and looked
westward. The railroad
then, as it does now,
dropped travelers off on
the lodge's doorstep.

Empire Builder also
stops at Izaak Walton
Inn, which touts lodge-
style accommodations,
cabins, and train cars
outfitted with beds and
kitchenettes. Nowhere
else in the nation can you

Amtrack's Empire Bailder in Glacier'National Park, MT
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find a locomotive converted into an accommodation, and
if you feel like playing conductor the cab’s levers are still
intact. Izaak Walton also rents Nordic skis and has 20
miles of trails on site, which means you can enjoy a full
winter vacation without getting into a car.

For those seeking adventure with a wide restaurant
selection, I suggest stopping in Whitefish. Both Glacier
National Park and Whitefish offer endless outdoor
activities year-round, but Whitefish also boasts Pescado
Blanco, serving “Mexican mountain” cuisine and the
fine-dining Café Kandahar. Additionally, the Whitefish
Mountain Resort offers skiing in the winter plus a family-
friendly aerial adventure park and ziplining in summer.
At the waterfront resort, The Lodge at Whitefish Lake,
travelers find superb food, an array of mountain and
lake activities and plenty
of relaxation. Glacier
National Park is just 30
minutes east.

Note that the Empire
Builder sometimes runs
late, which means that
your arrival time or pick-
up time can be delayed
between 30 minutes
to several hours. Tour
packages or regular fares
are available. ®
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